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Public Notice - Understanding the Value of Follow-Up Scans for Children and Young People with Medulloblastoma (the SCAN-ME project).
This research study, sponsored by the University of York, is looking at whether detecting a relapse early using follow-up scans improves the outcomes for children and young people with medulloblastoma.

After treatment ends, children, and young people with medulloblastoma undergo surveillance imaging, which aims to detect tumour relapse before symptoms develop with the aim of improving survival and treatment options. However, there is limited evidence to suggest that detecting a relapse earlier in medulloblastoma will improve survival. This project explores whether the method of relapse detection (whether on surveillance scans, or by symptoms) impacts survival in children and young people with medulloblastoma. It will also investigate whether particular subgroups of patients are more likely to have a relapse detected on a scan, or benefit from a relapse being detected earlier. 
We will use data from a retrospective cohort of children and young people with relapsed medulloblastoma treated in the UK. This cohort includes data on children and young people with relapsed medulloblastoma in the UK and has collected important information on some of the patient characteristics that may impact survival. However, when this dataset was originally collated, details of the method of relapse detection was not collected. 
This study aims to collect additional data on the method of relapse detection from certain principal treatment centres (PTCs) across the UK by linking patients in retrospective cohort with their medical records (using their name and date of birth and date of death) to identify how their relapse was detected. For this research, only data on patients who are deceased will be obtained. No identifiable data will be published and will be deleted by the principal investigator once the newly collected data has been added to the retrospective dataset. 
Applications have been submitted to the National Research Ethics Committee and Health Research Authority (HRA), as well as the Confidentiality Advisory Group (CAG) committee. Section 251 support was requested. 
If you have any questions please contact the principal investigator, Lucy Shepherd at lucy.shepherd@york.ac.uk, or her supervisor Professor Bob Phillips at bob.phillips@york.ac.uk.


University of York Sponsor Contact Details: 
Michael Barber (Contracts and Sponsorship Manager) michael.barber@york.ac.uk 
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